Has tooth structure been replaced?
In my opinion, there is an obvious trend in the dental literature and in continuing education courses to promote overcutting teeth when preparing them for restorations. There are many reasons for overcutting. Some feel that there is a more optimum esthetic potential when the teeth are prepared more deeply, which is a debatable view. Others are using all-ceramic crowns or polymer crowns when other types of less radical crowns could be used. There also is a significant tendency to prepare teeth for crowns instead of for onlays or inlays, thereby removing more tooth structure than is necessary. High-speed dental air rotor or electric handpieces can cause inadvertent removal of more tooth structure than is necessary. Using large burs can overcut tooth structure, and teeth should be reversed.